
Music Year 6 Composing and performing in parts Summer term 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
dynamics, tempo, listen, sing, clap, move, pulse, pitch, accompaniment, ostinato, parts, switch, conductor 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 
 In songs, there is a main part (which 

could be a melody) and an 
accompaniment.  A repeated rhythmic or 
melodic phrase beneath a main part is 
called an ostinato.  

 A chord supports the harmonic structure 
of a melody. Tonic triad (3 notes) 1st, 3rd, 
5th Most chords sound major or minor. 

 Pitched instruments and percussion can 
be used together to create an orchestra.  

 Only certain instruments can be used to 
play chords easily (double stopping on 
violins, cellos etc possible, but not easy), 
so guitars, keyboards, glockenspiels, 
xylophones.  Chord notation is usually 
written as letters on a score. 

 Maintain a part whilst others are 
performing their part 

 Use notation to record groups of pitches 

 Choose the most appropriate tempo for a 
piece of music 

 Suggest improvements to a piece of work 

 Perform from memory 

 Use melody, rhythm and chords in a 
composition. 

 Change sounds or organise them 
differently to create effects 

 Be able to distinguish between  major and 
minor chords. 

 Take the song Frere Jacque and sing it through 
together. Give the children last line and say the 
first note is D. Work out other notes. Use pitched 
instruments to play this as an ostinato. Add 
melody on top. Use correct vocabulary. 

 Repeat this activity, but now add chords. 
Demonstrate chords on guitar and keyboard.  
Listen to major and minor chords to hear the 
difference. Create chords in small groups.  
Accompany song using chords. Notate chords on a 
stave. 

 Children work in small groups to make their own 
arrangement of a song using ostinato, chords and 
melody.  Perform and evaluate each other’s work. 

 Sumer is a cumen in. Song with ostinato. (Sing 
cuck-oo) Links to May Day and welcoming in the 
summer.  Old English. Use Music Express 6 
Roundabout songs: Relay Race and Nanuma as a 
basis to explore further.  

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective upon how it feels to perform as part of a group. 
Moral: No right or wrong response- personal. Everyone has a right to enjoy music. 
Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when performing or composing together.  
Cultural: Rounds and unaccompanied songs are traditional folk music.  
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by modelling turn taking in leading musical activities. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses. 
Promoting respect of children’s performances and ideas. All efforts are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- make your ideas ones that will count. Work out what will improve a performance, for example   
Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups of children- not just your friends. Listening to a variety of music; broadening musical experiences. 
 
 
 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
   
Create own melodies within the context of the 
song that is being learnt.  Start to combine 
musical ideas and organise patterns within the 
structure with understanding. Work as part of an 
ensemble / band, adding some direction and 
ideas.  Demonstrate musical quality, eg clear 
starts, ends of phrases/ pieces, technical accuracy 
etc. Use glockenspiels, recorders, pitched 
percussion and other instruments to play 
melodies, tunes and accompaniments and to 
improvise and compose. 
Play differentiated parts within a sound before 
symbol approach or using the notated scores. 
Play by ear. 

Play differentiated parts within a sound before symbol 
approach or using the notated scores. Choose parts and play 
them musically, by ear and by using notation as progress is 
made.  
Play instruments with increasing accuracy and control and 
expression and maintaining an appropriate pulse. Understand 
how pulse, pitch and rhythm work together to create a song. 
Use instruments in creative ways. Notate music in different 
ways, using graphic, pictorial or standard notation if 
appropriate. 
 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression and maintaining an appropriate 
pulse.  Demonstrate musical quality eg clear 
starts, ends of phrases, technical accuracy.  
Maintain an independent part within a small 
group. Follow the leader and have a chance to 
be the leader in an ensemble. Suggest follow 
and lead simple performance directions. 
Build on knowledge of basic formal notation. 
Offer constructive comments about own and 
others’ work and ways to improve.  Accept 
feedback from others. 

Initials of children working below the expected 
level, with details of attainment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected level of 
attainment: end of KS1 
 
 

Initials of children exceeding the expected 
level with details of attainment: 
 
 

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 
Exploring, initiating, experimenting, showing involvement, concentrating, persevering, showing satisfaction, making links, evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


