
Music Year 4 Folk Music Summer term 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
dynamics, tempo, listen, sing, clap, move, pulse, pitch, accompaniment, ostinato, parts, switch, conductor 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 
 Folk music is an aural tradition, predating notated 

music.  It was collected a lot in the early 20th Century 
by a man named Cecil Sharpe 

 Folk music and dance is simply structured and is music 
representing events; celebrations (eg Harvest, 
beginning of summer) or fighting (Morris sticks as 
swords). Morris dancers were banned by the church 
and therefore moved around.  

 Folk instruments used for accompanying song and 
dance are portable, simple, like violin, drum, 
accordion, drum, bells) and usually in very small bands 
or groups. Songs are often unaccompanied ‘a capella’. 

 Folk music is based on modes rather than major / 
minor scales.  

 Structure tune A and tune B for Morris Dances. 

 Structure of songs- call and response or verse and 
chorus. 

 

 Be able to internalise a pulse 
and relate this to steps and 
actions. 

 Recognise different sections 
of music, marked by changes 
of melody, tempo, key, 
rhythm. 

 Recognise instruments used 
for accompanying dances by 
sound. 

 Join in singing an 
unaccompanied call and 
response / chorus song. 

 Be able to understand the 
place of country dances in 
context. 

 Listen to instrumental folk tunes and find the 
pulse.  Start to identify the instruments used and 
find out more about them.  If possible see a 
demonstration of an accordion and listen to the 
timbre and why it is appropriate for dance music. 

 Learn May Day traditional dances.  Learn about 
the historical context of Morris dance. Learn and 
perform a Morris dance (Young Collins) and Strip 
the Willow (Long set dance). Relate musical 
knowledge to these dances, eg the structure of 
the music - patterns, a repeated melody, A and B 
music.  Relate this to songs. 

 Listen to folk songs.  How are they different to pop 
songs or songs we sing in assembly? Call and 
response or verse and chorus.  Recognise 
structure through listening. Learn a song and sing 
together. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective upon how it feels to perform as part of a group. 
Moral: No right or wrong response - personal. Everyone has a right to enjoy music. 
Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when performing or composing together.  
Cultural: Traditional folk music in England dates back several hundred years, and was passed on by ear. 
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by modelling turn taking in leading musical activities. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses. 
Promoting respect of children’s performances and ideas. All efforts are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills - make your ideas ones that will count. Work out what will improve a performance, for example   
Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups of children- not just your friends. Listening to a variety of music; broadening musical experiences. 
 
 
 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

 
 

 
 

Listen with increasing concentration to a variety of 
music from different styles and traditions and times 
and begin to place it in historical context.  
Find and internalise the pulse, using body movement.   
Start to identify different instruments by their sounds. 
Understand the importance of working together as an 
ensemble or part of a group 
 

Be able to identify the context of different music 
and to place it historically.  Start to identify style 
indicators, and recognise different instruments and 
their sounds.  
Understand that pulse is the basis of all music.  
Demonstrate through activities the difference 
between pulse, rhythm and pitch.  
Consider how melodies and words fit together in 
songs and the relationship between them. 

Identify instruments by their sounds.  Be able to 
place music into its historical context. Understand 
how pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo and dynamics fit 
into music listened to. Use musical language to 
describe what is heard. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 
 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 
 

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 
Exploring, initiating, experimenting, showing involvement, concentrating, persevering, showing satisfaction, making links, evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


