
Music Year 2 Performing in two parts Summer term 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
dynamics, tempo, listen, sing, clap, move, pulse, pitch, accompaniment, ostinato, parts, switch, conductor 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 
 Music is written to reflect lyrics and character of a 

song. 

 The character of music is altered by choice of tempo 
(speed), dynamics (loud and quiet sounds), pitch (high 
and low sounds) and the timbre of instruments (how 
string instruments sound different to brass 
instruments, for example). 

 The pulse (constant beat) stays constant, but the 
tempo can alter the mood of the music. 

 In songs, there is a main part (which could be a 
melody) and an accompaniment. 

 A repeated rhythmic or melodic phrase beneath a 
main part is called an ostinato. 

 

 Listen to each other 

 Use and choose specific 
dynamics and tempo to create 
different effects. 

 Work as part of a group. 

 Clap at an increasing or 
decreasing tempo. 

 Perform simple rhythmic 
patterns and accompaniments 
keeping a steady pulse. 

 Make connections between 
notations and musical sounds 

 Listen to songs and see how the lyrics relate to the 
style of the music to create a mood.  Feel the 
pulse and move in time.  Think about the tempo, 
dynamics, pitch and choice of instruments. 

 Learn ‘Fly, Spider, Caterpillar, Worm’ as a 
rhythmical piece performed with actions, moving 
around.  Over the term, increase the complexity of 
activities; fly and spider parts, swap over as 
directed; two parts with ostinato and whole 
rhyme; possibly try three or four parts.  Encourage 
more able children to lead their groups.  

 Learn May Day dances. Consider a suitable tempo.  
Listen to the instruments used to accompany the 
dancing (violin, accordion, drum or tambourine - 
portable instruments) Maintain actions and pulse 
as others perform different actions.  

 Start to learn songs for the production. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective upon how it feels to perform as part of a group. 
Moral: No right or wrong response - personal.  Everyone has a right to enjoy music. 
Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when performing or composing together.  
Cultural: May Day dances are traditional and use portable pitched instruments to accompany. 
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by modelling turn taking in leading musical activities. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses. 
Promoting respect of children’s performances and ideas. All efforts are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills - make your ideas ones that will count. Work out what will improve a performance, for example   
Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups of children - not just your friends. Listening to a variety of music; broadening musical experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
   

Imitate and respond to changes in pitch; recognise and create 
a sequence of sounds using IT and edit it with help. Sing as 
part of a group, matching actions to words in a performance. 
Y1 Start to recognise elements of music: find and internalise 
the pulse, through movement.  Explore and create music using 
simple untuned and tuned percussion. Join in songs. 
 

Start using basic correct musical language 
when describing music. Be able to keep a 
steady pulse. Create your own rhythmic 
patterns. Play together, join in and stop as 
appropriate. Begin to link shape and pitch in 
graphic notation. 
Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. Show a developing 
awareness of timbre and be able to create a 
sequence of sounds with some awareness 
of tempo and dynamics. 

Discuss the pulse, pitch, rhythm, dynamics and 
tempo in music listened to. Begin to recognise and 
demonstrate awareness of a link between different 
musical dimensions. Compose rhythmical patterns 
and notate in different ways. Combine tempo and 
dynamics when developing an overall effect for the 
music, showing an awareness of timbre. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, with 
details of attainment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initials of children broadly reaching the 
expected level of attainment: 
 
 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 
 
 

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 
Exploring, initiating, experimenting, showing involvement, concentrating, persevering, showing satisfaction, making links, evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


