
Religious Education Year 6 Are Saints good role models? Summer 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: persecution, saints, commitment 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities:  
 Saints were persecuted because 

of their Christian faith 

 Catholics go on pilgrimage to visit 
shrines, see relics of Saints 

 St Paul refers to all believers as 
‘Saints’ in his letters 

 Sanctification usually takes place 
after death. 

 Feast day - each saint has a 
special day. 

 Martyrs - killed for their faith 

 Confessors - died from natural 
causes 

 Patron Saint - special area of 
interest and care 

 
 

 Research Wikipedia to find out 
about famous religious 
believers and saints to 
establish what they have in 
common. 

  Consider the impact: If these 
people had not died for their 
faith would they be famous? 
What are the consequences of 
their deaths? How do people 
cope with persecution?  

 Compare the saints to Jesus. Is 
Jesus a saint? What does the 
church believe about saints? 
Do saints have to be dead? Do 
saints have to have been 
killed? Do saints have to be 
believers? Should people be 
considered as saints if they 
deliberately get themselves 
killed? 

 

 Ask whether it is good for a school to be named after a saint or other 
famous religious person? Can the children name any saints? Do they know 
anything about them? Pupils look at art works/photographs depicting saints 
and other religious believers, particularly any which have been killed for 
their faith. Do they have anything in common? Choose the odd one out 
from the three they have? Does this raise questions? Why are these people 
depicted like that?  

 Research any Saints that the children find interesting. Use Wikipedia; 
research some of the early Christian martyrs from the book of Acts. Use 
www.request.org.uk  for lots of information about saints, exploring 
particularly why the church has called these people saints. (N.B. many 
protestants view all believers as saints, as in the letters of St. Paul) Find out 
why people did the things that they did; did they hope to gain by their 
actions, including being martyred? Oxford University college names- sort 
and find out about the people they are named after.  

 Find out about how saints have been revered through the years – look at 
the issues of pilgrimages, relics, shrines and the Catholic custom of praying 
to the saints. Look at communities such as Franciscan monks and Iona 
community.  

 Would you want to make anyone a saint? Why? Could they be a saint if they 
were still alive? Would you want to be thought of as a saint? If so why? If 
not, why not? 

 Are these people role models or warnings? Establish that people are still 
killed for what they believe today – news stories could be explored where 
appropriate. If someone is killed for their faith does that encourage you? Do 
you need to change your views about saints as a result of what you have 
learned? 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: What is the impact on communities, by having a guide?  Moral: Consider the debate between sacrifice and saint. How should the decision be made? 
Social: Recognise the impact of saints on people today.  Cultural: Be aware of the context within early Christians and how that has changed over the years. 
Democracy is explored through debating whether sanctification is fair.  Individual liberty through choice of belief and ability to change one’s mind. 
Promoting respect of children’s individual differences: share and respect each other’s contributions to discussions and personal accounts.  Developing personal 
critical thinking skills- broaden outlook by expanding knowledge about the context and impact of saints.  Tolerance: Think about how people reacted then and how 
they might react now.  The rule of law is explored by looking at how people have been persecuted for their faith. It still happens. 

http://www.request.org.uk/


Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Make links between some Bible stories and 
the lives and beliefs of saints 
Begin to identify the impact belief has on the 
lives of saints 
Describe how saints are viewed by some in the 
church, referring to pilgrimage or relics or 
another feature  
Ask important questions about the lives of 
saints and reflect on what it means for them 
Make links between the lives of saints and 
their own life choices 

Describe and show understanding of the beliefs of saints and 
the influence of these beliefs on behaviour 
Describe the differences between saints and Jesus 
Describe some similarities between  the saints of Christianity 
and of other religions and none 
Describe impact of faith on the lives of believers, particularly in 
the face of persecution 
Suggest meaning for reliquaries and compare their use to 
objects used by other faiths 
Ask and suggest answers to questions about the choices saints 
made 
Evaluate their own responses and choices in the light of the 
lives of saints 

Show that they understand the different beliefs 
within the church regarding saints, referring to 
pilgrimage, relics and prayer for example 
Annotate a picture or a text about a saint to 
show reasons for the person’s sanctification 
Explain the impact that saints might have on the 
communities which remember them 
Choose the life story of a saint and explain how it 
resonates with their own experience 
Ask and suggest answers to questions about 
holiness, persecution and make links to their 
own lives and those of others (e.g. in bullying 
issues, and the historical context of the 
holocaust) 

Initials of children working below the expected 
level, with details of attainment 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected level of 
attainment 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level 
with details of attainment 

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 
Exploring, initiating, experimenting, showing involvement, concentrating, persevering, showing satisfaction, making links, evaluating 
 
 

 


