
Religious Education Year 4 Does Jesus have authority? Summer 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: Bible, Old, New Testament, Gospels 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 
 Authority can mean being in a 

position of power, and also 
having wisdom. 

 The Bible consists of Old 
Testament (29 books) and the 
New Testament; Gospels, Acts, 
Letters, Revelations. 

 Jesus showed God’s authority to 
his disciples through miracles 
documented in the New 
Testament, eg stilling of the 
storm (over nature). 

 Jesus stood up to the Roman 
authorities and customs, eg in 
the temple, and showed God’s 
authority in his life through 
actions and words.  

 Jesus chose to obey God, even 
to death on the cross. The 
disciples followed Jesus’s 
instructions, recognising his 
authority and God’s authority in 
their lives. 

 They will be able to identify a range of 
people who have authority in their 
lives.  

 They will know the concepts of trust 
and obedience that accompany 
recognition of authority.  

 Pupils will recognise the authority of 
Jesus in a small range of stories. 

 They will be able to talk about why 
Christians trust and obey Jesus, 
referring to those stories.  

 They will recognise that other people 
may have different views. 

 They should know that Christians have 
other sources of authority and they will 
recognise that different people accept 
different sources of authority. 

 

 Who are the authority figures in pupil’s lives? Try to identify 
whatever they have in common, and come up with a class 
definition of authority. Encourage pupils to see that there are 
different types and levels of authority. Look at the qualities of 
authoritarian people.  

 Which events in the life of Jesus show his authority to 
Christians? Look at some of the events: Jesus in the temple, 
calling the disciples, stilling the storm, money to Caesar, call of 
Zacchaeus. Investigate these events through picture, 
discussion, drama and hot-seating, considering which is the 
most important part of the story, how the authority is 
demonstrated, what people might be thinking or feeling and 
what they themselves were thinking and feeling.  

 Explore pupils understanding of the Bible. Listen to the 5 
minute Bible on REquest. Use the introduction to the Bible to 
help answer questions. Take notes from the clip.  

 Is it important for Christians to believe that Jesus has 
authority? What would have happened if these things had not 
happened, if the teachers had not listened, if the fishermen 
had not followed Jesus…? Pupils could act out, write out or 
draw what might have happened in these scenarios.  Role-play 
different possible scenarios about following instructions from 
authority figures. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: What qualities are necessary for authority and respect? How would it have felt to have witnessed miracles?   
Moral: Is it always right to obey those in authority?   
Social: Recognise the impact of Jesus’s authority for Christians today. Consider the impact of authority for self and others.   
Cultural: Be aware of the context. What would be different had people not believed Jesus had authority?   
Democracy is explored through debating how authority is obtained, and following instructions.   
Individual liberty through choice of belief and how to act (to obey or not).   
Promoting respect of children’s individual differences: share and respect each other’s contributions to discussions and personal accounts.   
Developing personal critical thinking skills- broaden outlook by expanding knowledge about the context and impact of authority in the early Christian faith.  
Tolerance: Think about how people react to authority.   
The rule of law is explored by looking at what authority the law is based on. 



Assessment and evaluation 
   

 Name some authority figures  

 Talk about how they feel about authority 
figures that they have contact with 

 Talk about why Jesus has authority for 
Christians 

 Recognise that Jesus does not have authority 
for everyone 

 Select from a selection some stories in the 
Bible that relate to the authority of Jesus 

 Retell a story that shows the authority of 
Jesus, suggesting how a Christian might 
understand the story 

 Give some reasons why Jesus has authority 
for Christians 

 Talk about the difference that the authority 
of Jesus makes to Christians 

 List some of the qualities that a person of 
authority needs to have 

 Suggest reasons why authority matters in 
society 

 Ask and answer questions about the events 
in Jesus life, that show his authority 

 Choose from a selection, some stories in the Bible 
that demonstrate the authority of Jesus 

 Describe authority figures and the impact that 
they have in their lives 

 Describe the importance of Jesus having authority 
in the lives of believers and the difference that it 
makes 

 Suggest answers a Christian might give to 
questions about how the authority of Jesus is 
lived out in the church  

 Write a reflection on the impact of authority and 
how the school/world might be changed if people 
lived by it 

 Make a link between their own views on authority 
and authority figures generally 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 
 
 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 
Exploring, initiating, experimenting, showing involvement, concentrating, persevering, showing satisfaction, making links, evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


