
Religious Education Year 2 Can stories change you? Summer 2016-17 
Key Concepts: 
Christianity; Judaism; Old Testament (story of Joseph); New Testament (story of Zacchaeus) 

Factual knowledge: Skills:  Possible activities 
 Zaccheus was a greedy tax-collector 

who climbed a tree to see Jesus and 
changed his ways, giving away half of 
his money to the poor. 

 Joseph was sold as a slave by his 
brothers, and when he rose to power, 
forgave his family.  They changed and so 
did he. 

 Saul converted to Christianity on the 
road to Damascus, as he was on his way 
to persecute other Christians. 

 Jonah disobeyed God and was angry. He 
had time to reflect on God’s love for all 
of creation.  

 Gideon was terrified of the Midianites, 
but was given courage by God and 
tricked them.  He became a great 
leader. 

 Elijah relied on God for food. 

 These stories all show God’s character 
and how people can change their 
behaviour for the better. 

 Pupils will be able to retell simply the 
stories of Zacchaeus and Joseph. 

 They will be able to highlight the parts 
of the story that show change in the 
characters and meant to inspire 
change in the listener or reader.  

 Pupils will be able to recognise some 
other stories that show people being 
changed. 

 They will suggest reasons why 
Christians and Jews still read these 
stories and what they might learn 
from them.  

 They will make suggestions as to why 
stories change people and whether all 
stories should have that aim. 

 

 Read a sad story – how does it make the children feel? 
Read a happy story and ask the same question Choose a 
story that reflects the needs of the pupils in your class. 
How do we feel when we read a story where a character 
has dealt with a problem we are dealing with? Does it 
help us? How?  

 Read a story from the Bible and ask the questions: who is 
changed in the story? How are they changed? Why do 
we read this story? What does it teach people today? 
Possible stories: Joseph, Zaccheus, also Gideon (Judges 
6); Elijah and the ravens; Jonah; Saul (Acts 9). 

 Evaluate: Why do we read these stories? What do 
people of faith learn from these stories? Do these stories 
still change people today? Why? Should people be 
changed by stories? Is change always good? 

 Reflect & Communicate: What stories change them? Is it 
a good story if it does not change you?  Can they tell a 
story about something that has changed their mind 
about something? Write a story based upon one we have 
read. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: How do sad and happy stories make you feel?  How do they feel when a character deals with a problem? 
Moral: Do stories change our behaviour?   
Social: Recognise the impact of stories on behaviour. 
Cultural: Be aware of the context of Old Testament stories. 
Democracy is explored through debating whether it is good to be changed by stories. 
Individual liberty through choice of belief and how to act (to change or not). 
Promoting respect of children’s individual differences: share and respect each other’s contributions to discussions and personal accounts. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- broaden outlook by expanding knowledge about the context and impact of stories. 
Tolerance: Think about how people react to stories. 
The rule of law is explored by looking at how laws are changed by events (and stories) 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Some pupils may have made less progress but will be 
able to use religious words and phrases to: 

 Recall some Bible stories about change. 

 Recognise that people can be changed by 
stories. 

 Talk about how stories change them. 

 Talk about the ways in which change is good 
and bad. 

Most pupils will be able to use an increasing religious 
vocabulary to: 

 Retell a story from the Bible about a person 
who is changed. 

 Suggest why people are changed by stories 

 Identify some ways in which they are 
changed by stories. 

 Recognise the importance of story to Jews 
and Christians. 

 Use a biblical story as a basis for their own 
story about change. 

 Discuss whether being changed is good. 

 Recognise and talk about their own response 
to change. 

Some pupils will have made more progress and will 
use a developing religious vocabulary to: 

 Make links between stories and the ways in 
which people are changed. 

 Identify the types of change that Bible stories 
encourage. 

 Suggest some of the ways in which they are 
changed by stories and whether the changes 
are good. 

 Ask questions about how people are 
influenced by religious stories. 

 Write their own story based on a biblical 
story and suggest how this might change 
people today. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 
Exploring, initiating, experimenting, showing involvement, concentrating, persevering, showing satisfaction, making links, evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


