
Geography Year 6 Early Islam Spring 2016-2017 
Key vocabulary: 
Baghdad, Islamic Empire, civilization, amenities, location, banking, House of Wisdom, multicultural, era, Iranians, Turks, Mongols. Muhammed, Islam, inventions, Silk 
Road, caliphs, caliphates, geometric, chemists, perfume, legacy 
 Factual Knowledge : 
Children will know : 

 Key facts about Baghdad in 900AD 

 Muslims represent ¼ of the world’s 
population (1.4 bill).   

 Islam has a 1400 year history around the 
globe. 

 For a period, Baghdad was the intellectual 
capital of the world. 

 One of the classic features of the time was 
its tolerance. 

 How the Middle East changed during the 
life of the Prophet Muhammad. 

 Why Islam spread so rapidly in the 7th C. 

 What we can learn about Islam from the 
way they set up the capital at Baghdad. 

 In its ‘Golden Age’, 10 x more people lived 
in Baghdad than London. 

 The things that Arab Muslims contributed 
to the world of mathematics and science. 

 What can we learn from the art and 
architecture of Early Islam 

Skills : 
Children will be able to : 

 Research in groups, using provided resources and 
with some guidance, resources located 
independently. 

 Understand methods of historical enquiry, including 
how evidence is used to make historical claims. 

 Know and understand the nature of ancient 
civilisations and non-European societies. 

 Understand historical concepts such as continuity 
and change, difference and significance and use 
them to make connections. 

 Place features of historical events and people from 
the past societies in a chronological framework 

 Summarise the main events from a period of history, 
explaining the order of events and what happened 

 Summarise how Britain may have learnt from other 
civilizations 

 Identify and explain differences, similarities and 
changes between different periods of history 

 Describe the features of historical events and 
present them to an audience 

Possible activities: 

 find out about Baghdad’s role in the 
early Islamic Civilisation. 

 find out about the House of Wisdom 
and how it became a centre for 
learning. 

 explain some of the significant 
discoveries and studies which were led 
by early Islamic scholars and evaluate 
the impact they made to the wider 
world. 

 Describe who Muhammed is, how the 
first caliphate came to be formed and 
explain the roles and responsibilities of 
a caliph 

 Identify and talk about different forms 
of Islamic Art and create my own 
geometric pattern based on traditional 
techniques 

 Identify reasons why  the early Islamic 
civilization became a major power, 
know about the Silk Road trade route 
and the items offered for trade 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Encouraging pupils to reflect on the development of the early Islamic society and on the legacy it left behind. Children will ask and research questions about 
life in Baghdad in 900 AD. Spiritual education in History involves the mystery of how and why events in the past happened and their many causes, and helping 
students to a realization that events did not have to happen that way, they could have taken other directions. Moral: Provide a clear moral code as a basis for 
behaviour which is promoted consistently through all aspects of the school.  Encourage pupils to take responsibility for their actions; for example, respect for 
property, care of environment, and developing codes of behaviour.   Students develop the ability to empathise with the decisions which ordinary people made at the 
time, based on their historical situation. Social: Help pupils develop personal qualities which are valued in a civilised society, for example, ; Showing respect for 
differing opinions Work together co-operatively when investigating. Children to consider the impact of weather on the environment. Cultural: Children will 
investigate the culture of Early Islamic civilization and identify the legacy it has left today.  British Values: Work together to help one another.  Children will show 
respect for each other’s thoughts and ideas during discussions.  Children will behave in a way that allows everyone to learn and achieve their potential. 



Assessment and evaluation 
   
Say who Muhammad was and know that he was the 
founder of Islam. Know some key facts about 
Baghdad and give some reasons to explain how it 
became a major world power. Describe what the 
House of Wisdom is and know some key individuals 
who studied there. Give some reasons to explain 
how the work of the early Islamic doctors impacted 
on modern medicine. Describe some other important 
discoveries and inventions that came from the early 
Islamic civilisation. Describe some features and styles 
of Islamic art. 

Explain why Muslims split into two separate groups 
after the death of Muhammad and describe some of 
the beliefs of these groups. Describe in greater detail 
the cultural and economic significance of Baghdad 
and explain how its geographical location was 
important. Understand the impact of early Islamic 
inventions and discoveries made on the wider world 
and be able to explain this. Recognise and compare 
different examples of Islamic art. 

Demonstrate a full understanding of how the early 
Islamic civilisation shaped world history. Evaluate 
and assess the impact and significance of some 
prominent Muslim scholars and compare their 
achievements to those of their predecessors and 
contemporaries. Describe in detail the role of the 
caliphate and understand the differences between 
Sunni and Shia Muslims, making links and 
comparisons to issues today. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 


