
Art and design Year 4 Light in Christmas paintings Autumn 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: light, source, composition, annotate, colours, hue, shade, depth, media, Renaissance 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 
 Windows in medieval churches were used as 

teaching aids as people could not read.  

 In the Renaissance c.1400-1600, artists painted 
with greater perspective, shadow and light and 
realism to try to help people connect 
emotionally with their paintings. 

 Paintings of the Nativity may show: 

 a ruined building - not because Mary and 
Joseph were poor, but to symbolise the failure 
of the old world, the old way of doing things; 
Jesus would usher in a new world 

 angels, signalling the presence of God and his 
protection of the Holy Family 

 shepherds, the first people to recognise who 
Jesus was 

 the animals, representing the whole of Nature 

 the infant Jesus unwrapped to show his human 
body; he was truly man as well as God 

 Mary, usually showing no signs of exhaustion 
from a normal birth (Caravaggio caused outrage 
by painting a weary Mary) 

 Joseph, sometimes as a young man but often an 
older man who would not infringe on Mary's 
virginity. 

 

 annotate-  

 label the picture with what you can 
see. 

 identify the direction and sources of 
light 

 interrogate-  

 is it realistic? 

 why were these colours used? how 
does it make you feel?  

 who was this made for?  

 what does it show? 

 materials and colours? 

 respond 

 Create a picture based upon what 
you have studied, considering use of 
colour, media composition  

 Use batik to outline characters in a 
painting.  

 Look at a variety of paintings from 15th Century 
and see where the light comes from and is 
reflected.  

 Look at the background of the painting and see 
how the sky colour changes gradually.  Use 
watercolour and gradually fade from a dark to 
lighter hues.  Create a background of hills and sky. 
Where is the horizon?  Where are the darkest 
colours? Where is the source of the light? 

 Use the painting of the nativity by David Garbler 
from Bruges, in 1510.  What characters are 
painted? Take a small part of the painting and try 
to recreate this in detail.  Annotate your portion 
by noting the colours used, labelling what can be 
seen.  Where is the light in this painting? What is 
your eye drawn to? 

 Choose an angel or person and see where the light 
shines on them and where it comes from. Where 
does the light draw your eye? Use pencil and 
colour to draw one character in detail.  

 What can be seen in the window?  Recreate what 
you think might be outside.  There are clues, eg 
sheep, hills, sky.   Look at stained glass windows 
and see how the outline of each figure is bold. Use 
batik with wax crayon. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: How do these paintings make you feel?  How does it feel when you create something?   Moral: No right or wrong response- personal response. Was it right 
for Renaissance painters to paint what was believed in so not to get into trouble?  Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when drawing or painting 
together.   Cultural: These paintings reflect what was believed at the time in a particular style.  Democracy is explored throughout this unit by sharing.  Individual 
liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses.  Promoting respect of children’s ideas. All efforts are valued.  Developing personal critical 
thinking skills- make your ideas ones that will count. Work out how to improve your work for example.  Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups 
of children- not just your friends. 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Identify halo, stars, beams of light in religious 
paintings. 
Use stripes of colour from dark to light to create a 
gradient.   
Use a ‘window’ to fill with an outdoor scene with a 
character from the painting. 

 Be able to draw lines to show the source of light and 
the shadow in a painting. 
Use water colour to create an effective gradient of 
colour from dark to light. 
Recreate a scene from the ‘window’ in a painting, 
choosing characters and an appropriate background. 

Be able to apply knowledge of light and shadow in a 
painting. 
Blend dark to light hues seamlessly in a gradient to 
use as a background. 
Choose appropriate characters to make a ‘window’ 
from a painting.  

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against learning attitudes: 
 Showing particular interests 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Not easily distracted 

 Paying attention to details 

 Bouncing back after difficulties 

 Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals 

 Being proud of how they accomplished something – not just the end result 

 Enjoying meeting challenges for their own sake rather than external rewards or praise 

 Changing strategy as needed 

 


