
Religious Education               Year 5/6  
Is ‘God made man’ a good way to 
understand the Christmas story? 

2016-17 Autumn 

Key vocabulary: 
Incarnate, Christ, Emmanuel, Christingle, Gospels, New Testament. 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 The Christmas story is told in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke (Mark and John express it 
very differently) in the New Testament of the 
Bible. 

 Emmanuel or Immanuel means God is with 
us. 

 Some traditional Christmas carols tell the 
story of the Birth of Jesus.  Oral tradition has 
been used to pass on the story. 

 Artists have tried to paint pictures of the 
Incarnation (including Aritzi) 

 Christingle uses symbols to represent Christ 
and the world. 

 Exploring a carol to 
understand the meaning 
behind it. 

 Understanding that Jesus was 
‘God made man’ in the Bible. 

 Interpreting paintings. 

 Interpreting the symbolism of 
the Christingle and Advent 
wreath. 

 Creating a painting or symbol 
to embody the story of 
Christmas.  

 Making links between 
symbols used and their 
significance in Christian 
festivals. 

 Recognising examples of 
Christian beliefs expressed in 
art, music, literature. 

 Recognising the use of the 
Bible as a basis for songs and 
films. 

 Make a list of all the characters, features, facts and events 
of the Christmas story and use playdough to recreate them. 

 Sort Christmas cards into pictures that tell the Christmas 
story and those that don’t. 

 Read the Christmas story in the four gospels and link 
Christmas cards to events. 

 Listen to carols and identify the story being told. 

 Use the Aritzi painting “Incarnation” and explore what that 
picture is saying. 

 Look at three possible analogies: emperor dressed as foot 
soldier to hear what the people really think, mother by the 
side of her sick child wanting to take the pain away, boy 
trying to think like his dog to help him.  Debate if any of 
them help Christians to understand the Christmas story.  

 Consider if God is made man just for Christmas? 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Children will be reflective about their experiences when faced with something unbelievable or exciting.  They will consider how Christmas is a leveller with Jesus born 
for everyone.  They will consider if one needs to be Christian to celebrate Christmas.  Children will recognise Christmas as a social occasion and a time of celebrating 
together.  They will be aware of the different ways that Christmas is celebrated, taking into account location. 
Democracy is explored by considering the way that Incarnation is for all mankind. 
Individual liberty is evidenced through pupil participation in discussions and valuing each other’s opinions. 
Promoting respect is evidenced by acceptance of children’s individual differences and beliefs. 
Tolerance is explored by considering how was Jesus greeted and Herod’s response and thinking about if religious tolerance is different in the modern era. 
The rule of law is explored by looking at how Jesus was a threat to the Roman law.  Children will consider if anyone should have the power to kill babies. 

   



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  
Children are able to describe three things Christian 
believe about the birth of Jesus and the difference 
that makes at Christmas.  They begin to identify the 
importance of the Incarnation for Christians, 
perhaps by drawing a picture.  They ask questions 
and investigate answers about why people choose 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus and suggest the 
reasons for their own beliefs about Incarnation.  
They answer key quesitons relating to Christian 
teaching and compare that to their own opinions 

The children can annotate a small selection of 
Christmas cards or Christmas carols to show that 
they understand two of the differences between the 
traditional story and the Biblical accounts of 
Christmas.  They describe how the Christmas story 
informs Christian views about God and Jesus using 
the correct terms.  They suggest ways in which the 
celebration of Christmas links to the biblical narrative  
and refer to Christian teaching to show that they 
understand how some paintings of the nativity and 
incarnation express some Christian ideas.  The 
children apply the idea that God became Man to 
their own lives, giving their reaction to the concept 
of Incarnation.  They ask questions and suggest 
answers about the commercialisation and the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

The children annotate a small selection of Christmas 
cards or Christmas carols to show that they 
understand many of the differences between the 
traditional story and the biblical accounts of 
Christmas.  They explain the impact for a Christian of 
the idea that God became man.  They explain what it 
means for a Christian to take the nativity story 
literally or read it as a symbolic text and relate the 
belief in God as man in Jesus to their own ideas 
about God and humankind.  The children explain why 
the Christian concept of incarnation differs from the 
Hindu concept of avatars.  They express their own 
views about Christmas and the incarnation, using 
religious language and comparing with the beliefs of 
one or more faiths.  The children give an informed 
response to questions about the commercialisation 
of Christmas as compared to the Christian 
understanding. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

   

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 

 Showing curiosity about objects, events and people. 

 Using senses to explore the world around them. 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude. 

 Paying attention to details. 

 Persisting with activity when challenges occur. 

 Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals. 

 Thinking of ideas. 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience. 

 Making predictions. 

 


