
Religious Education                 Year 6 The cycle of life and death? Autumn 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
Belief, celebration,  God, Father, Holy Baptism, Christening, Dedication, Naming, confirmation, first communion, Wedding, Holy Matrimony, Thankfulness, Praise, Hymn, 
Humanists, Atheists, Prayer, Symbols, Rabbi, Priest, Astrology 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 Confirmation shows a personal 
commitment to faith 

 Promises are made by self, following 
promises made on your behalf when 
baptised. 

 God the Father, Son, Holy Spirit 
(Trinity) 

  Harvest is celebrated- linked to 
Ashes to ashes, dust to dust (life 
circle) 

 Know that births, marriages and 
deaths are marked in many religions 
as significant life events,  

 Rituals and symbols are used- look at 
Hindu naming ceremony 

 Holy Baptism- Jesus baptised by John 
the Baptist in the river Jordan. 
Whole immersion- difference 
between infant baptism and adult 
‘believers’ baptism’. 

 Understand the concepts, 
beliefs and sources, making 
some comparisons between 
religions 

 Explain the impact of beliefs 
on individuals and 
communities and how sources 
are used to provide answers 
to ethical questions 

 Suggest meanings for religious 
forms and practices; 
recognising diversity within 
and between religions  

 Ask and suggest answers to 
questions of identity and 
belonging 

 Recognise the similarities and 
differences between own 
views and Christian view. 

 Find out what children know about Christian cycle of life and death in 
terms of ceremonies. Draw up a time line. 

 Revise baptism, by looking at service and artefacts eg candle, oils and its 
symbolism.  Find out about different cultures and the symbolism used. 

 Compare different rituals /ceremonies: Baptism v Naming ceremony, for 
example. Describe how Christians celebrate new life. 

 Prepare a prayer for the Harvest Festival.  Explore the links between 
Fertility and Harvest. 

 Describe how Christians celebrate commitment to faith. Find out about 
confirmation and how it links to baptism.  Why is this important?  Do 
other faiths have an equivalent ‘commitment’ rite? (Jewish Bah Mitzvah) 
and differences between C of E and Quakers, Methodism- received by 
Church Elders.  

 Why do people choose to mark a wedding? Describe how Christians 
celebrate marriage.  Compare Christian and Jewish wedding. 

 Look at words used in funeral: ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  How does 
this link in to life cycle?  Should this be a celebration?  

 Write some rules for living based upon beliefs about life after death.  
Draw a picture of Heaven based upon Revelations.  Choose a verse to 
illustrate what you feel to be important to add to your picture. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective about their perspectives on life; wonder about the passage of life. Reflect upon their feelings and experiences and how it is marked. 
Moral: Is there a right or wrong way to welcome a baby? Understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on moral and ethical issues. 
Social: Cooperate and work in group discussions, sharing opinions. Is it important to celebrate life markers and within a larger community? 
Cultural: How do people in different parts of the world welcome babies?  Also compare Harvest celebrations.  
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by considering how decisions are made. Ask for ideas about the Peace Garden and remind the children that their views are 
taken into account. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in discussions; valuing each other’s opinions. There are not always right or wrong answers. 
Promoting respect of children’s individual differences; of both experience and opinion. All views and opinions are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- make your ideas ones that will count. Respect all people, whatever their circumstances.   
Tolerance is promoted through finding out about customs that are very different to our own. Encourage children to see a bigger picture. 
The rule of law is explored by looking at the consequences of laws and how they have changed.  eg look at marriage and civil partnerships. Changes reflected in new laws.  



Assessment and evaluation 
 

 

  

Identify ways in which important times in their 
own and others’ lives have been marked. 
Describe how Christians celebrate new life. 
Compare two naming ceremonies, listing some 
similarities between them. 
Ask questions about marriage and suggest the 
answers that a Christian or other faith believer 
might give. 
Describe how birth, commitment to faith and 
marriage, and death are marked making links 
with Christian beliefs. 

Describe ways in which important times in their 
own and other’s lives have been marked and 
their significance. 
Compare two naming ceremonies, showing 
understanding of at least two similarities and 
differences between them. Refer to symbolism 
used. 
Examine a marriage from a Christian or other 
faith point of view; compare it to their own point 
of view. 
Describe and show understanding of different 
ways in which Christians celebrate new life, 
commitment to faith and marriage, making links 
with Christian beliefs; similarities and 
differences with these special occasions in other 
religions 

Explain ways in which important times in their own and 
others’ lives have been marked and their significance. 
Compare two naming ceremonies, suggesting reasons for 
the differences and similarities between them. Tie in to 
your own experiences / views. 
Explain and justify their own view on Marriage with 
reference to one or more faith.  
Explain what it might mean for a Christian to read 
Revelations literally- how would you view death?  
Suggest three reasons why some people choose to live a 
Christian life with reference to religious sources. 
Explain the diversity of ways in which Christian celebrate 
new life, commitment to faith and marriage, making links 
with Christian beliefs; similarities and differences with 
these special occasions in other religions. 

Initials of children working below the expected 
level, with details of attainment:  

 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment:  

 

Initials of children broadly exceeded the expected level of 
attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 

 


