
Religious Education Year 4 Does Easter make sense without Passover? Spring 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
Judaism, Christianity, Freedom, Passover, Last Supper, Easter 
 
Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 Passover foods – lamb shank, roasted egg, 
parsley, charoset, matzo, lettuce, salt water, 
wine, seder plate 

 Easter foods and symbols – hot cross buns, cross 
etc. 

 Food is symbolic 

 The account of Moses leaving Egypt is found in 
Exodus, known as the Jewish Torah 

 The plagues were sent upon Egypt as a 
punishment and way to persuade the Pharoah to 
let Moses go. 

 Passover involved marking a cross on the door of 
houses where the Angel of death would not kill 
the baby boys. 

Some suggested resources: 

 Jewish way of life – CD rom or online at 
www.reonline.org.uk in the ‘specials’ section 

 RE Today publications: OURE – Judaism 
                                                Picturing Easter 

 BBC clips online – Last supper 

 Miracle Maker DVD 

 Prince of Egypt DVD 

 Find out about special 
Jewish foods  

  Relate the symbolic 
nature of foods to faith 
stories and history. 

 Know how and why Jews 
celebrate Passover 

 Understand the links 
between Passover and 
Easter- identify similarities 
and differences between 
these faith traditions. 

 Understand the meaning 
or background behind an 
Easter hymn 

 Ask pupils to plan a meal for a special occasion. What foods would they 
choose? Why? Would their foods have any special meaning? Would it make a 
difference what the meal was for?  

 Show a picture of a Passover meal and ask pupils to work out what this special 
meal might be for. What do they think the foods are? What do they mean? 

 Watch a clip of parts of a Passover meal if possible. What are Jewish people 
remembering? Explore the story of Moses and the ten plagues that lie behind 
the Passover story. Find out what the foods mean and discuss whether they 
reflect the fight for freedom. Explore the story of the Last Supper and look for 
links to the Passover. Discuss the image of Jesus as Lamb of God and explore 
how this links to Passover. Explore the rest of the Easter story, looking for any 
other links to the Passover. 

 Do a similarities and differences sheet on the two festivals, exploring whether 
Easter means anything without Passover. 

  Complete a “Thought bubble” activity on Passover/Easter, especially the last 
supper. 

  Act out the Last Supper with a commentary explaining the links to Passover 
and freeze framing for characters’ thoughts. 

 Do they think Easter is worth celebrating? Why? How would they celebrate it? 
Are there special foods that ought to be eaten? Why? 

 Prepare for and lead a church service about the Stations of the Cross, through 
art, prayers and drama. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
 Spiritual: How do you feel when you eat especially significant foods? Link to Passover. How does it feel to prepare and lead the Stations of the Cross church service? 

 Moral: Was it fair of God to send plagues? Should Jesus have been crucified? 

 Social: Recognise the importance of being part of a group at Passover.  How do we celebrate Easter 

 Cultural: Be aware of the context of Passover.  Explore the cultural significance of the symbolic foods eaten.  

 Democracy is explored through sharing of foods and exploring the fact that Easter is for everyone’s benefit (Christian perspective). 

 Individual liberty - consider choices made by Judas and Peter during Holy Week. 

 Promoting respect of different religious traditions and the Faiths studied.  

 Developing personal critical thinking skills- what matters most to a Christian or a Jew about The Last Supper or Passover? What matters most to you? 

 Tolerance: Think about how people reacted then and how they might react now. 

 The rule of law is explored by looking at how Jesus was treated at the time; did the law help him or hinder him? 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/


Assessment and Evaluation 
   
Order pictures to retell either the Easter or 
Passover stories 
Talk about the things they find interesting about 
Passover or Easter 
Recognise that the Passover foods have a 
special meaning 
Talk about how the symbols of Easter or 
Passover make them feel 
Talk about a character they find interesting in 
the Easter story 

Retell the story of Passover/Easter 
Identify why that story is important to believers 
Show awareness of the similarities between Passover and Easter 
Suggest two things that matter to a Jew about Passover and two 
things that matter to a Christian about Easter 
Respond to an Easter hymn and talk about how it might express the 
feelings of Easter 
Talk about the meanings of Easter and Passover foods 

Investigate, recognise and describe 
similarities and differences between 
Passover and Easter 
Identify the meanings of the Passover 
foods for a Jewish believer 
Describe three things that Christians 
believe and how they link to the Easter 
story 
Prepare a reflection on the way that the 
last supper matters to Christians at Easter, 
making a link to their own beliefs 
Identify their own response to the story of 
Holy Week or Passover 

Initials of children working below the expected 
level, with details of attainment:  

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected level of attainment:  Initials of children exceeding the expected 
level with details of attainment:  

Evaluation against attitudes towards learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 

 


