
Music Year 4 Orchestral instruments - Peter and the Wolf Spring 2 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
minim, crotchet, quaver, stave, score, notes, notation, clef, treble clef, bar line, time signature, recorder, descant, treble, tenor, bass, mouth piece, barrel, tail, finger 
holes. 
 
Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 An orchestra is a group of 
instruments playing together.  It 
usually comprises of strings, wind, 
brass and percussion sections. 

 An orchestra is set out in a semi-
circle and is led by a conductor who 
will set the tempo and direct 
dynamics. 

 Larger instruments produce lower 
pitched sounds than smaller 
instruments in the same family. 

 Instruments have different timbres 
and qualities of sound, depending 
upon what they are made from.  

 Music notes are written on a stave 
and the position reflects the pitch. 
Letter names A B C D E F G 

 

 Play or sing simple melodic 
phrases from score 

 Recognise a range of notes on 
a stave of music. 

 Recognise and repeat simple 
rhythms, using minims, 
crotchets and quavers. 

 Identify instruments from 
their sound. 

 Match the instrument to its 
character based upon melody 
and timbre. 

 Make a layout for an 
orchestra based upon families 
of instruments. 

 Classical music: Listen to music. Explore the families of instruments 
and discover the orchestra layout and instruments. 

 Discuss the timbre of instruments and how this affects the 
groupings. 

 Learn to read standard notated music: Play notation games over 
several weeks where children use a giant stave on the floor and 
place notes on it to learn them. 

 Use straws to reinforce the relation of pitch to size of instrument 
and compare recorder sizes to low and high registers. Compare 
violins to cellos too.  

 Use ‘Peter and the Wolf’ to relate the timbre and the register of an 
instrument to the character in the story.  Try to identify the 
instrument used for each character.  See how the story is made up 
from a series of motifs. 

 Find out about Peter Tchaikovsky.  Use laptops. 

 Invite children to compose their own motifs for a composition.  
Relate it to the Stations of the Cross. 

 Listen to music that might be related to Easter or Stations of the 
Cross for the Church service at the end of the term. Link music to 
religious occasions and RE teaching. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective upon their feelings as music tells a story.  Does it work? 
Moral: No right or wrong response- personal. Everyone has a right to enjoy music. 
Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when performing or composing together.  
Cultural: traditional tale set to music. Tchaikovsky- composer  
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by modelling turn taking in leading musical activities. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses. 
Promoting respect of children’s performances and ideas. All efforts are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- make your ideas ones that will count. Work out what will improve a performance, for example   
Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups of children- not just your friends. Listening to a variety of music; broadening musical experiences. 



Assessment and evaluation 
   

Create, repeat adapt and extend given 
rhythmic and melodic patterns to given or 
chosen stimuli. Contribute to 
performances on given and chosen 
instruments. Sing and play with 
expression from memory and using 
simple notations as appropriate. 
Recognise the timbre of stringed 
instruments, wind instruments, 
percussion by listening. 

Begin to recognise how short rhythmic patterns found in speech have a 
music rhythm and how this relates to basic symbols. Aurally identify, 
recognise, respond to and use musically (as appropriate) basic symbols 
(eg crotchets, quavers). Create and improvise a short rhythmic and 
melodic phrase in response to a given stimulus, using a limited range of 
notes. Distinguish between families of instruments based upon their 
timbre and be able to name different individual instruments aurally. Be 
able to set out an orchestra. 

Improvise confidently vocally and with 
instruments. Create extended musical 
phrases and respond to a given musical 
stimuli, showing awareness of the musical 
structure or context. Follow basic shapes of 
music through singing and playing short 
passages of music. Decode and encode 
short rhythmic patterns. Recognise 
individual wind and string instruments 
aurally based upon pitch and timbre.  Select 
appropriate instruments to use for special 
purposes (composing for Easter service). 

Initials of children working below the 
expected level, with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected level of attainment: Initials of children exceeding the expected 
level with details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 

 

 


