
Religious Education Year 4    Did Jesus really do miracles? Spring 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
miracle, sacred, true, believe, proof 
Factual knowledge:  

 A miracle is an event that seems ‘too good 
to be true’ and may be rationally 
‘impossible’. 

 Science may explain ‘miraculous ‘events 
from the past. 

 There are miracles recorded in the Bible. 

 Feeding the five thousand- 

 Stilling the storm 

 Healing a paralysed man 

 Exodus- miracles were used to guide, 
protect, and to help Moses lead his people 
to safety. 
 
Resources 

 Bibles 

 RE Today publications: 

 Christianity Topic folder  

 Exploring a theme – Sacred Stories 

 Developing Primary RE – Faith Stories 

 Developing Primary RE - Stories about God 

 Miracle Maker DVD 

 Miracles of Jesus DVD 

Skills: 

Make links between beliefs and sources describe 

an understanding of concepts, making some 

comparisons between religions  

Identify impact religion has on believers life; 

describe and show understanding of feeling and 

experiences. 

Describe key features of religion and religious 

expression, suggesting meanings for religious 

forms and practices  

Identify what influences them, raising and 

suggesting answers to questions of identity and 

belonging  

Ask important questions about religion and 

beliefs, raising and suggesting answers to 

questions of meaning, purpose and truth  

Make links between values and commitments 

and their own attitudes and behaviour, raising 

and suggesting answers to questions of values 

and commitments 

Possible activities: 

Explore pupils understanding of the word miracle, leading to a class 

definition. Ask pupils to list things that they think are miracles. Are there 

other logical or possible explanations? Think of an historic perspective to 

miracle – i.e. things considered miracles in the past now have a different 

explanation. Ask about how the word miracle is used to day. Does it still 

have the same meaning?  

Read and watch stories of Jesus’ miracles (feeding of 5,000, stilling the 

storm, healing paralysed man). Ensure pupils can recall and understand 

stories. Explore using “I wonder” questions. E.g. I wonder how come there 

was enough food. I wonder if it was a miracle. I wonder whether others 

shared their food because of what Jesus did.  Could the change be the 

miracle? Ask similar questions about the paralysed man, and stilling the 

storm. Gather all the different ideas.  

Talk about literal and metaphorical understanding of stories. What is the 

best way to deliver the message? Does it matter if the stories are not 

literally true? How do Christians with both understandings believe the 

stories help them? Could these stories be of use to non-Christians? 

Writing opportunities: 

  Do you believe miracles can happen? Would miracles happening today 
make people believe that Jesus was/is the Son of God?  

 Write a newspaper article recording a miracle. 

 Pupils could write prayers asking for miracles 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: How might it feel to witness a miracle? How might it change your perspective on life? 
Moral: Is it fair that miracles happen to some people and not others? 
Social: Recognise the impact of witnessing miracles in a big crowd of people. 
Cultural: Be aware of the context within Jesus’ life. Miracles also used to explain the inexplicable now proven by science.  
Democracy is explored through debating whether miracles are true or not. 
Individual liberty through choice of belief and ability to change one’s mind. 
Promoting respect of children’s individual differences: share and respect each other’s contributions to discussions and personal accounts. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- broaden outlook by expanding knowledge about the context and impact of miracles in the early Christian faith. 
Tolerance: Think about how people reacted then and how they might react now. 
The rule of law is explored by looking at how Jesus was treated at the time; did the law help him or hinder him? 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Select from a choice some reasons why believers 
might choose to believe in miracles and rank them  
Retell a story of one of Jesus miracles suggesting a 
meaning for the story, perhaps by ordering the story, 
adding an interpretation 
Ask some questions about why people choose to 
believe in miracles 
Use the story of a miracle as a basis for their own 
beliefs   
Talk about the miracles that they would like to see in 
the world and Identify the impact such a miracle 
might have 

Identify and compare the impact of Jesus miracles on 
the disciples, the crowds and believers today 
Make a link between the stories of Jesus miracles the 
work of the church 
Suggest reasons why people do or do not believe in 
the miracles 
Ask questions about the meanings of the miracles 
Write a reflection on whether the miracles are true 
or just stories 
Describe a miracle that they would like to see and 
assess the potential impact of that miracle on the 
world today 

Describe and show understanding of how the 
miracles of Jesus impacted on people at the time and 
on the church and believers today  
•Describe and make links between a belief in 
miracles and the behaviour of Christians 
•Show understanding of some reasons why people 
do or do not believe the miracles of Jesus 
•Refer to biblical quotations when explaining their 
own beliefs about the miracles 
•Create a statement about their own beliefs in 
miracles and describe a miracle they would like to 
see, assessing the potential impact on the world 
today 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 
 

 


