
History Year 4 Ancient Greece and its Legacy Spring 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
Ancient Greece, chronological, religious beliefs, god/goddess, democracy, legacy, Athens, Sparta, war/warfare, Battle of Marathon, influence, architecture, narrative, 
bias, influence, theatre, tragedy. 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 Who were the ancient Greeks? 

 Chronological position of ancient Greece in history 
and length of era. 

 Religious beliefs/gods/goddesses and the fact that 
different areas of life were believed to be governed by 
different gods. 

 Famous Greek scholars and influence of ideas across 
Greece/influence still seen within modern Greece and 
the wider world. 

 Democracy and its legacy in the western world (link to 
Athens v Sparta and their differing ways of life). 

 Greek soldiers were known as hoplites and they wore 
specific clothing and behaved in a certain way. 

 Greek ships were utilised both for trade and for war. 

 Details of the Battle of Marathon and its legacy in the 
modern world. 

 Significance of Greek theatre in ancient Greece 
including famous Greek plays, playwrights, design of 
theatres and the legacy of these. 

 Greek words and origins and influence on modern 
language. 

 Greek architecture and its influence on architecture 
now. 
 
 

 Create structured accounts, 
including written narratives 
and analyses in relation to life 
in ancient Greece. 

 Locate ancient Greece within 
the context of a historical 
timeline of BC and AD. 

 Commentate upon 
circumstances within an 
ancient country/civilisation. 

 Compare and contrast an 
ancient civilisation with 
modern circumstances. 

 Recognise and comment upon 
bias and comment on its 
influence in the reporting of 
history, especially in relation 
to Athens and Sparta. 

 Produce written accounts that 
demonstrate understanding of 
the topic. 

 Retain information and build 
upon this in future sessions to 
make connections and 
inferences about life in the 
era. 
 

 Food tasting 

 Battle of Marathon or Olympic Games re-
enactment 

 Information text writing 

 Research using non-fiction texts 

 Designing of Greek vases 

 Using a map to find and locate Greece, city states, 
surrounding countries etc. 

 Design a building based upon the basic principles 
of architecture in ancient Greece. 

 Trip to Ashmolean. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education and Promotion of British Values: 
Pupils can develop an understanding of the history of a country within the same continent as the one they live in, but with a very different history to theirs.  Pupils 
continue to develop an understanding of the importance of history itself.  Pupils can understand how society and religion have changed, exploring the influence of 
democracy and the effects of a lack of democracy or rule of law on people who lived without it. 
 



Assessment and evaluation   

Pupils are not always engaged with the topic of 
Ancient Greece and its Legacy.  They are not able to 
work independently when required to do so or they 
require several interventions of adult assistance.  
These pupils are unable to recall basic facts or to 
build upon learning from previous lessons.  Pupils 
struggle to draw inference from historical sources.  
Pupils struggle to produce cohesive written accounts 
that demonstrate understanding of the topic. 

Pupils show a keen interest and understanding of a 
wide range of topics within the context of Ancient 
Greece and its Legacy.  They are able to work mostly 
independently when asked to do so, although they 
will sometimes need assistance.  Pupils are confident 
in their knowledge and understanding of the topic 
and can ask and answer a range of questions to 
reflect this.  Pupils can make inferences from a range 
of sources and explain their ideas.  Pupils produce 
cohesive written accounts that demonstrate 
understanding of the topic. 

Pupils show a keen interest and understanding of a 
wide range of topics within the context of Ancient 
Greece and its Legacy.  They are able to work entirely 
independently when asked to do so. Pupils can make 
inferences from a range of sources and explain their 
ideas.  Pupils conduct independent research and can 
answer a range of questions showing depth of 
knowledge and understanding.  These pupils are able 
to retain and build upon learning from previous 
sessions.  Pupils produce cohesive written accounts 
that demonstrate understanding of the topic. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 Showing curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

 Showing high levels of energy and interest 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience 

 Thinking of ideas 

 


