
Art and Design Year 4 Clay Spring 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
Earthenware, clay, ancient Greece, pot, coiling, pinching, shaping, texture, acrylics, mixing. 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 Understand the historical and cultural development of 
the clay art form. 

 Know that there are four traditional shapes of ancient 
Greek pot. 

 That in ancient Greece, pot designs were used to tell a 
story. 

 That in ancient Greece, pots were always made from 
clay. 

 Understand the term ‘earthenware’. 
 

 Produce creative work, 
exploring pupils’ ideas and 
recording their experiences. 

 Pupils are able to coil a pot 
design. 

 Pupils are able to pinch a pot 
design. 

 Pupils can shape a pot design. 

 Pupils can create different 
textures on the outside of 
their pot design. 

 Pupils can recreate their story 
design on the outside of their 
pot using tools and acrylic 
paint. 

 Pupils can mix paint colours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Make and decorate pot from clay in the style of an 
ancient Greek 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education and Promotion of British Values: 
Pupils can develop an understanding of the history of a country within the same continent as the one they live in, but with a very different history to theirs.  Pupils 
continue to develop an understanding of the importance of history itself and how artefacts can provide information to give us clues to the past.  Pupils can 
understand how society and religion have changed, exploring what ancient Greeks found important influences upon their everyday lives.  Children will be 
encouraged to work collaboratively, to share ideas and suggestions and to accept that these may differ from those of other pupils.  Pupils will support each other and 
work together to share knowledge.  
 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Pupils are not always engaged with the practical use 
of clay.  They are not able to work independently 
when required to do so or they require several 
interventions of adult assistance.  These pupils are 
unable to make independent decisions about the 
design or making of their item. Pupils struggle to 
draw influence from historical sources in order to 
produce a design characteristic of ancient Greece.   

Pupils show a keen interest and understanding of the 
design and making process of using clay.  They are 
able to work mostly independently when asked to do 
so, although they will sometimes need assistance.  
Pupils are confident in their knowledge and 
understanding of the topic and can ask and answer a 
range of questions to reflect this.  Pupils can draw 
influence from historical sources in order to produce 
a design characteristic of ancient Greece.  They are 
often able to build upon knowledge gained in other 
areas of learning. 

Pupils show a keen interest and understanding of the 
design and making process of using clay.  They are 
able to work entirely independently when asked to 
do so.  Pupils are confident in their knowledge and 
understanding of the topic and can ask and answer a 
range of questions to reflect this.  Pupils can draw 
influence from historical sources in order to produce 
a design characteristic of ancient Greece and explain 
how they could have further improved their design 
or challenged themselves.  These pupils are able to 
retain and build upon learning from previous 
sessions.   

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 Showing curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

 Showing high levels of energy and interest 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience 

 Thinking of ideas 

 Paying attention to details 

 Persisting with activity when challenges occur 

 Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals 
 

 


