
Music Year 2 Music for a story Spring 2016-17 
Key vocabulary:  
pulse, listen, sing, play, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, score, orchestra,  percussion, graphic notation, pictorial, symbol, composer, performer 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 Symbols are used to represent what to play/ sing- how 
high or low (pitch) and how long to hold it (Rhythm) 

 Dynamics describe how loudly or quietly to play/ sing 

 Forte (loud) piano (quiet) crescendo (gradually get 
louder) diminuendo (gradually get softer) can all be 
represented by symbols in music 

 A ‘signal’ can be recorded as a symbol and then 
played. 

 Timbre relates to the type of sound- the quality- for 
example warm or cold. Recognise metal percussion 
instruments from the timbre. 

 
 
 
 

 Listen to each other 

 Sing accurately at a given 
pitch 

 Sing songs confidently from 
memory 

 Sing in a simple round with a 
strong leader 

 Recall short melodic patterns 

 Recognise different sounds 
produced by percussion 
instruments. 

 Relate timbre to the type of 
sound produced . 

 Respond with actions to 
melodic signals 

 compose and play from a 
simple score- pictorial. 

 Classical music: Vivaldi: Four Seasons (Winter) 
How does the tempo and choice of instruments 
(timbre)make it sound cold? 
Listen to Debussy: Snow is falling.  What effects 
are used to make it sound like constant snowfall? 

 Compose accompaniments for snow poems. Use 
cold timbre- metal percussion instruments such as 
cymbals, triangle, metal guiro, bells. Woodblocks 
and claves too for short sounds.  Experiment with 
ways of playing a tambourine and producing 
different effects. 

 Stand up / sit down musical signals (LCP file, unit 
2a) Develop with chime bars and tuned 
percussion. Allow children to lead. Develop into a 
narrative by adding more sound signals. Let 
children compose their own notation for each 
signal after seeing the stand up sit down symbols. 

 Continue to develop pulse and part singing by 
learning ‘Have you ever ,ever, ever in your long 
legged life’ question and answer action song. 
(Banana Splits p20) 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective upon how music can evoke feelings in people. 
Moral: No right or wrong response- personal. Everyone has a right to enjoy music. 
Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when performing or composing together.  
Cultural: Learn about the Impressionist Composers ‘Les Six’ in France who painted pictures with music. 
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by modelling turn taking in leading musical activities. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses. 
Promoting respect of children’s performances and ideas. All efforts are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- make your ideas ones that will count. Work out what will improve a performance, for example   
Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups of children- not just your friends. Listening to a variety of music; broadening musical experiences. 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
   
Start to recognise elements of music: find and 
internalise the pulse, through movement.  Explore 
and create music using simple untuned and tuned 
percussion. Join in songs. 

Start using basic correct musical language when 
describing music. Be able to keep a steady pulse. 
Create your own rhythmic patterns. Play together, 
join in and stop as appropriate. Begin to link shape 
and pitch in graphic notation. 

Discuss the pulse, pitch, rhythm, dynamics and 
tempo in music listened to. Begin to recognise and 
demonstrate awareness of a link between different 
musical dimensions. Compose rhythmical patterns 
and notate in different ways. 
 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 
 
 
 

 


