
Science Year 2 Materials          Autumn 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
materials, wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, rock, properties, rough, hard, shiny, smooth, flexible and rigid 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 

 To identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock 

 

 To use scientific language to describe the properties of 
materials 
 

 

 To identify and name properties of materials 
               name several materials and describe them using 
               terms  such as rough, hard, shiny. 
 
 
 
 

 

 distinguish between an object 
and the material from which it 
is made. 
 

 describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of 
everyday materials. 

 

 compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials 
on the basis of their simple 
physical properties. 

 

 To record observations of 
materials. 

 

 Sort materials according to 
their properties. 

 

 Children will have a variety of objects to describe. 

 Children to go on a material hunt inside/outside 

the classroom and identify other objects made of 

the same material. 

 Use information books to find out more about 
materials 

 Children to draw a picture of themselves on a cold, 

wet day and label materials their clothes are made 

from and why. 

 Suggest that Santa Claus is having a problem 

wrapping his presents this year and wants 

something that will be suitable for this purpose. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Children are co-operative, taking turns with others during activities. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show 
sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children.  
Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about 
their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.  
Children know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to 
different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride.  
Children know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves 
and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. They talk about the features of 
their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of people and objects and explain why some things 
occur, and talk about them. 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Children begin to understand how an object is made 
from a certain material. Can identify and name some 
materials. Can begin to describe simple physical 
properties of everyday materials. Can begin to 
compare and group some every day materials. 

Children understand how an object is made from a 
certain material. Can identify and name materials. 
Can describe simple physical properties of everyday 
materials. Can begin to compare and group some 
every day materials. 

Children understand how an object is made from a 
certain material. Can identify and name materials. 
Can describe simple physical properties of everyday 
materials. Can begin to compare and group some 
every day materials. Pupils can begin to explore, 
name, discuss and raise and answer questions about 
everyday materials. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 

 


