
Religious Education               Year 2 Faith Symbols        Autumn 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
symbol, cross, angel, halo, light, gift, Christingle, vestments, faith, expression, belonging, church, vicar 
 
Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 On a Christingle orange, the following symbols are 
used 

 The Children’s Society was set up to help children who 
had run away from home 

 There are still children today who need our help 

 The church colours change to symbolise the different 
seasons of the year, ie the colours of vestments – 
green for normal, purple for Lent and Advent, red for 
Holy Week,  Pentecost and some saints days, gold or 
white for major festivals. 

 
 
Resources: 
Pictures of Vicars, crosses; pictures of vestments (Church of 
England website e.g. – Woodlands School; RE Quest website) 
  
Examples of symbols used in the wider world 
Christingle sheets 

 Recognising the following 
symbols in art: 
Cross, Angel, Halo, Light, Gifts 

 Understand the significance of 
colours in the church year 

 Link symbols with own 
experiences and further to 
religious expression 

 Consider whether wearing a 
religious symbol is a good 
idea. 

 Does wearing symbols help 
people to believe? 

 How do the symbols help 
people to remember the 
stories of their faith? 

 Are they for the benefit of 
others rather than the 
wearer? 
 

  How can symbols help us understand things? 

 What symbols do you use often? 

 How and why do you use them? 

 How can clothes, colours and movements be 
symbols? 

• Look at other items of clothing that have symbolic 
meaning – perhaps uniforms, wedding clothes, and 
discuss what these tell us. 
• Maybe look at the symbols on cars, clothes, maps 
and discuss why they are used. 

 Create a school shield with symbols to represent 
our school- consider its values. 

 Can you think of a symbol for yourself that would 
tell others about you? 

 Make a Christingle Orange 

 Identify the symbolism 

 Design a card for Christmas that uses symbols to 
express the Christmas story. 

 Identify symbols in the Church, ie crosses, lighting, 
windows, shape of the building, altar cloth 
colours. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective about their experiences about belonging and feeling special.   
Moral: Consider Harvest Festival service- saying Thank you. Why do we have food banks in Britain? 
Social: Recognise Christmas as a social occasion- celebrating together. Consider families. 
Cultural: Be aware of the different ways that Christmas is celebrated. Religious / secular celebrations; families sometimes have their own traditions. 
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by thinking how Christmas is for everyone. The symbols included everyone.  
Individual liberty through pupil participation in discussions; valuing each other’s opinions.  
Promoting respect of children’s individual differences: share different experiences and beliefs 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- broaden outlook by comparing experiences and asking puzzling questions. 
Tolerance is discussed by looking at belonging to different ways of expressing views.  
The rule of law is explored by looking at how Jesus was in danger (Herod slaughtering baby boys under two) 



Assessment and evaluation 
 

  Recognise some symbols of religion 
Say why certain symbols are used 
Talk about how symbols make them feel 
Say which symbols they choose to express religious 
belief 

Identify Christian symbols from a range 
Suggest reasons why people choose to wear symbols 
Identify some clothing that has symbolic meaning 
(wedding dresses etc.) 
Recognise that symbols can communicate meaning 
Ask questions about how and why symbols change 

Describe some Christian symbols 
Suggest reasons why certain symbols express beliefs 
better than others 
Ask questions about why people choose to wear 
symbols 
Investigate whether wearing symbols helps people 
believe 
Reflect on which symbols they like to wear and why 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


