
Music Year 2 Duration and Dynamics Autumn 2016-17 
Key vocabulary: 
pulse, dynamics, listen, sing, rhythm, parts, round, score, orchestra 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 A large group of instruments playing together is called 
an orchestra 

 A steady beat is called a pulse 

 Music is written down to read like a book 

 Written or composed music is called a score 

 Symbols are used to represent what to play/ sing- how 
high or low (pitch) and how long to hold it (Rhythm) 

 Dynamics describe how loudly or quietly to play/ sing 

 Forte (loud) piano (quiet) crescendo (gradually get 
louder) diminuendo (gradually get softer) can all be 
represented by symbols in music 

 Violins belong to the string family of instruments; the 
sound is produced by plucking or bowing a string 
made of metal , nylon or gut 

 Listen to each other 

 Sing / play at the same time as 
everyone else 

 maintain a steady  pulse 

 Recognise different dynamics 
and respond using body 
sounds/ instrument 

 Play simple percussion in a 
variety of ways to produce 
different effects 

 Follow a simple score 

 Compose on a simple grid 
using non-standard notation 

 Recognise the sound of a 
violin (or strings) playing in an 
orchestra. 

 Record using standard 
notation for crotchet and 
quaver 

 Sing rhymes about vegetables- Harvest festival 

 Cauliflowers fluffy 

 Rabbit run on the frozen ground 

 - in parts adding rhythmic vegetable chant 

 Make up a vegetable song to the tune of ‘London’s 
Burning’ to sing in a round. 

 Listen, join in, maintain a steady  pulse 

 Don’t clap that one back 

 Vegetable stew (‘and another veg in the pot’) 

 Fly, spider, caterpillar, worm (‘swede, spinach, 
cauliflower, squash’)  

 Compose on a grid. 

 - one/ several instruments / actions / words 

 - dynamics- forte/ piano/ crescendo/ diminuendo 

 Perform in small groups to the class 

 Classical music: Vivaldi: Four Seasons (Autumn) 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 
Spiritual: Be reflective upon their feelings and experiences in music making. Think about the impact of tempo, dynamics,  
Moral: No right or wrong response- personal. 
Social: Cooperate and work in pairs and groups when performing or composing together.  
Cultural: traditional Harvest songs 
Democracy is explored throughout this unit by modelling turn taking in leading musical activities. 
Individual liberty through pupil participation in celebrating individual responses. 
Promoting respect of children’s performances and ideas. All efforts are listened to and valued. 
Developing personal critical thinking skills- make your ideas ones that will count. Work out what will improve a performance, for example   
Tolerance is promoted through working within mixed groups of children- not just your friends. Listening to a variety of music; broadening musical experiences. 
 
 



Assessment and evaluation 
   
Pupils recognise how sounds can be made and 
changed. Use voices in different ways, speaking, 
chanting, singing and perform with awareness of 
others. Repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes; 
play tuned and untuned instruments musically; 
listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music; 
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Recognise and explore the ways that sounds and 
different musical elements can be combined and 
used expressively. Improvise different repeating 
patterns. Be able to sing in tune with expression. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 exploring 

 initiating 

 experimenting 

 showing involvement 

 concentrating 

 persevering 

 showing satisfaction 

 making links 

 evaluating  

 
 
 
 

 


