
History Years 3/4 Stone Age to Iron Age 2016-17 Autumn 
Key vocabulary: 
Era, Stone Age, Iron Age, Stonehenge, origin, Celtic, preconceptions, compare, contrast, consecutive, research, blue stones, megaliths. 

Factual knowledge: 

 That British history is divided into eras. 

 That the word ‘era’ means ‘significant period of time’ 
and does not necessarily refer to equal periods of 
time. 

 When the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age are 
said to have begun and what signified these eras. 

 Stonehenge - location and origins.  Theories about its 
significance and how it was built (vocabulary - blue 
stones and megaliths). 

 That religion in prehistoric Britain revolved around the 
sun rather than a god or deity. 

 Skara Brae - location, discovery, speculation about 
purposes of the buildings, content of buildings, 
building materials. 

 How the Bronze Age began with movement of settlers 
from France. 

 Origins of the name ‘Bronze Age’ and how life 
changed for people following the ability to make 
metal. 

 Events which happened and how they took us from 
Stone Age to Iron Age? 

 How we know about what life was like during the 
Stone Age and Iron Age. 

 Influences from these eras still remain in Britain 
today. 

Skills: 

 Undertaking independent 
research when resources are 
chosen and provided. 

 Placing events on a timeline 
both BC and AD. 

 Describing, comparing and 
contrasting lifestyles (modern 
and ancient times and also 
Spartans and Athenians). 

 Completing written accounts 
of life during the period. 

 Listing things in order of their 
perceived significance (e.g. 
events or inventions).  
Children to explain their 
choices. 

 Locating places of historical 
significance from the period 
on a map and comparing that 
map with a modern map.  

 Understanding that not 
everyone will be affected by 
change in the same way and 
being able to explain the 
effects on different groups of 
people. 

 Possible activities: 

 Hill End Trip - Ancient Settlements (e.g. camp fire, 
spear making, wattle and daub, cave painting). 

 Placing events on a timeline. 

 Looking at artefacts and discussing children’s 
perceptions about them. 

 Ranking inventions from the period in order of 
usefulness and explaining the choices made. 

 Recounts of trips/sessions. 

 Report about Stonehenge and/or Skara Brae. 

 ICT Skara Brae on BBC Scotland Primary History. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education and Promotion of British Values: 

 Children can develop an understanding of the history of Britain and the importance of history itself.  

 Children can understand how society and religion have changed, exploring democracy and the effect that movement and settlement of people have on the 
development of a country. 
 
 

 



Assessment and evaluation 

Children are not always engaged with the topic of 
Stone Age to Iron Age.  They are not able to work 
independently when required to do so or they 
require several interventions of adult assistance.  
These children are unable to recall basic facts or to 
build upon learning from previous lessons.  Children 
struggle to draw inference from historical sources.  
Children struggle to produce cohesive written 
accounts that demonstrate understanding of the 
topic. 

Children show a keen interest and understanding of a 
wide range of topics within the context of Stone Age 
to Iron Age.  They are able to work mostly 
independently when asked to do so, although they 
will sometimes need assistance.  Children are 
confident in their knowledge and understanding of 
the topic and can ask and answer a range of 
questions to reflect this.  Children can make 
inferences from a range of sources and explain their 
ideas. Children produce cohesive written accounts 
that demonstrate understanding of the topic.  

Children show a keen interest and understanding of a 
wide range of topics within the context of Stone Age 
to Iron Age.  They are able to work entirely 
independently when asked to do so. Children can 
make inferences from a range of sources and explain 
their ideas.  Children conduct independent research 
and can answer a range of questions showing depth 
of knowledge and understanding.  These children are 
able to retain and build upon learning from previous 
sessions.  Children produce cohesive written 
accounts that demonstrate understanding of the 
topic. 

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level, with 
details of attainment: 

   

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 Showing curiosity about objects, events and people 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

 Showing high levels of energy and interest 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience 

 Thinking of ideas 
 
 
 
 
 

 


