
Art and Design Year 4 Charcoal 2016-17 Autumn 
Key vocabulary: 
Charcoal, willow, heat, Gauguin, Van Gogh, light, shade, graphite, dramatic sketch, human form, mannequin 

Factual knowledge: Skills: Possible activities: 

 I know that charcoal is created when wood is burnt 
very slowly with no air. 

 How was charcoal made in past eras and has this 
process changed? 

 I understand the difference between willow charcoal, 
compressed charcoal and graphite and how these are 
used to create different effects. 

 That I can create areas of light and shade by pressing 
harder/more lightly with my charcoal stick and by 
using an eraser. 

 That charcoal is used for quick, dramatic sketches 
rather than detailed drawings. 

 To recognise the work of famous artists who chose to 
draw in charcoal, including Gauguin and Van Gogh. 

 I can identify the differences between willow charcoal, 
drawing pencils and graphite and how these are used 
to create different effects. 
 

 Produce creative work, 
exploring children’ ideas and 
recording their experiences. 

 Become proficient in charcoal 
techniques. 

 Evaluate and analyse creative 
works using the language of 
art. 

 Know about famous artists 
who used charcoal. 

 Understand the historical and 
cultural development of the 
charcoal art form. 

 I am able to create areas of 
light and shade by pressing 
harder/more lightly with my 
charcoal stick and by using an 
eraser. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Create a sketch book to record observations and 
review ideas. 

 Drawing with charcoal using erasers to create light 
and shade (Topmarks website) 

 Drawing using charcoal to create quick, dramatic 
sketches (BBC Learning Zone class clips). 

 Create sketches of the human form using charcoal 
and an artist’s mannequin. 

 To experiment with ways of creating appropriate 
tone and texture to use them to enrich drawings. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education and Promotion of British Values: 

 Children will be encouraged to work independently but to share ideas and suggestions and to accept that these may differ from those of other children. 

 Children will support each other and work together to share knowledge. 

 Children will gain an insight into the cultural context of the charcoal artwork of famous artists and be able to recognise and comment upon the effect of 
these.  

 
 
 



Assessment and evaluation   

Children are not always engaged with the use of 
charcoal.  They are not able to work independently 
when required to do so or they require several 
interventions of adult assistance.  These children 
struggle to make independent decisions about their 
artwork.  They may be unwilling to listen to 
constructive criticism in order to improve their work.   
Children can name an artist who used charcoal in 
their work but may fail to recognise examples from 
that artist. 

Children show interest in and understanding of using 
charcoal in their artwork.  They are able to work 
mostly independently when asked to do so, although 
they will sometimes need assistance.  Children are 
confident in their knowledge and understanding of 
the topic and can ask and answer questions to reflect 
this.  Children are willing to listen to constructive 
criticism in order to improve their work.  They 
recognise some work of famous artists who used 
charcoal. 

Children show a keen interest in and understanding 
of using charcoal in their artwork.  They are able to 
work entirely independently when asked to do so.  
Children are confident in their knowledge and 
understanding of the topic and can ask and answer a 
range of questions to reflect this.  Children are willing 
to listen to constructive criticism in order to improve 
their work.  They recognise some work of famous 
artists who used charcoal.  These children are able to 
retain and build upon learning from previous 
sessions.   

Initials of children working below the expected level, 
with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with 
details of attainment: 

   

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 Showing curiosity about objects, events and people. 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude. 

 Showing high levels of energy and interest. 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience. 

 Paying attention to details. 

 Persisting with activity when challenges occur. 

 Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals. 

 Thinking of ideas. 

 


