
History Year 5/6 The Shang Dynasty 2016-17 Autumn 
Key vocabulary : 
Shang dynasty, Cheng Tang, Xia Dynasty, Bronze Age, civilisation,   King, priest, noble, warrior, craftsmen, merchant, farmers, peasant, slave, social hierarchy, Shang 
Di, ancestor, worship, tomb,  Artefact, bronze, jade, white pottery, zun, ding, jue. Oracle bone, divination, pyromancy, scapulae, plastrons, Wang Yirong, Liu E,Luo 
Zhenyu, Anyang, Fu Hao, Yinxu, archaeology, Zheng, Zhenxiang, tomb. 
 Factual Knowledge: 

 The dates of the Shang Dynasty. 

 Life during the Shang Dynasty. 

 The social hierarchy and what life was like for 
different people in society. 

 The religious beliefs of the people from the 
Shang Dynasty. 

 The significance and purpose of oracle bones 
in Shang culture. 

 Artefacts from the Shang Dynasty and what 
they tell us about life at the time. 

 Information about Lady Fu Hao and what we 
know about her from the objects discovered 
in her tomb. 

Skills: 

 Developing a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of world 
history, establishing clear narratives 
within and across periods. 

 Constructing informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information. 

 Addressing and sometimes devising 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference 
and significance. 

 Understanding that the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
and that different versions of past 
events may exist, giving some evidence 
for this. 

Possible Activities: 

 Look at timeline and map of China and world map 
to establish when the Shang Dynasty was in 
existence and where it was in the world.  

 Read about the Shang Dynasty and identify areas 
for further research. 

 Look at information about social hierarchy and 
create a game based on it. 

 Create a poster about one aspect of Shang religion 
and then create a quiz about all the aspects. 

 Research artefacts and present findings to the 
class. 

 Look at pictures of Fu Hao’s tomb and describe 
what this tells about how she lived. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education, and Promotion of British Values: 

 Pupils will explore how and why events in the Shang Dynasty happened and will use artefacts to gain a sense of the past.  They will explore the role played by 
important individuals for good or ill in shaping the world we live in.  They will reflect upon different interpretations of the past and how these interpretations 
have been arrived at. 

 Pupils will consider and comment on moral questions and dilemmas.  Events and beliefs in the past will often be at odds with what we would consider 
unacceptable today (and were to some people in the past also).  Pupils will be encouraged to show compassion for people facing dilemmas and to empathise 
with decisions which people in the past made and the reasoning behind these decisions.  Notions of right and wrong will be explored in connection with 
events from the past. 

 Pupils will explore the similarities and contrasts between past and present societies and be made aware of how in the main we are more fortunate.  Pupils 
will study, and be encouraged to gain an understanding of and empathise with, people from different cultural backgrounds.  They will examine how other 
cultures have had a major impact on the development of ’British’ culture.  Pupils will also be encouraged to build up their own social development through 
collaborative and team working activities.  Pupils will develop a better understanding of our multicultural society through studying links between local, 
British, European and world history. Children will work in groups and share research when finding out information about the Shang Dynasty.  They will show 
respect for each other’s thoughts and ideas during discussions 



Assessment and evaluation 
   

Children can pinpoint the location of the Shang 
on a map of China and describe and name some 
cities and physical features of the land.  They 
can describe the roles of different members of 
Shang society and know where they fitted in the 
Shang social hierarchy.  They can describe a 
range of artefacts and know what they were 
made of and what they were used for.  Children 
can explain what oracle bones were and how 
the Shang used them. 
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were used for.  They can explain what oracle bones 
were and how the Shang used them.  Children can 
explain different ritual elements of the Shang 
religion and describe how ancestor worship worked.  
They can describe the processes involved in making 
bronze, jade and pottery items.  They can say who 
Fu Hao was and why the discovery of her tomb was 
significant.  

Children can pinpoint the location of the Shang on a map 
of China and describe and name some cities and physical 
features of the land.  They can describe the roles of 
different members of Shang society and know where they 
fitted in the Shang social hierarchy.  Children can explain 
different ritual elements of the Shang religion and 
describe how ancestor worship worked.  They can describe 
the processes involved in making bronze, jade and pottery 
items and say who Fu Hao was and why the discovery of 
her tomb was significant.  Children demonstrate a full 
understanding of the Shang dynasty by composing their 
own historically valid accounts about different aspects of 
the civilisation.  They can explain the significance and 
purpose of a range of Shang artefacts in detail and draw 
their own conclusions.  They can compare and contrast the 
Shang dynasty with other early civilisations and recognise 
and describe why the Shang dynasty is historically 
significant. 

Initials of children working below the expected 
level, with details of attainment: 

Initials of children broadly reaching the expected 
level of attainment: 

Initials of children exceeding the expected level with details 
of attainment: 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Evaluation against attitudes to learning: 

 Showing curiosity about objects, events and people. 

 Using senses to explore the world around them. 

 Showing a ‘can do’ attitude. 

 Paying attention to details. 

 Persisting with activity when challenges occur. 

 Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals. 

 Thinking of ideas. 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience. 

 Making predictions. 

 


