
 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS – FOUNDATION STAGE 
 
Welcome to Dr South’s Foundation Stage Unit (FSU) known as Willow Class, which includes 
children in the Reception Class and in the Nursery Class.  We hope this leaflet will provide you 
with all the information you need to familiarise yourself with the Unit.  We recommend that 
you read it carefully.  If there is anything you are still uncertain about after reading this, please 
do not hesitate to ask any of the members of staff, the headteacher, school governors or 
another parent. 
 
What is the FSU?  
The FSU (Foundation Stage Unit) provides high quality education and care for both pre-school 
age children and school pupils in the Reception Class in the same building.  There is an Early 
Years trained teacher and an Early Years support worker.  There are separate Admission Policies 
for the Nursery Class and the Reception Class and a Nursery place does not guarantee a place in 
the Reception Class.  Parents are required to apply for a Reception Class by placing an 
application online at https://admissions.oxfordshire.gov.uk or completing a Common 
Admissions Preference Form (CAPF) and completing a supplementary information form 
“Application Form For Admission” available at the school office.  This is done in the autumn 
before the child is due to start school. 
Please note that this is not a day nursery providing extended care, but a nursery class attached 
to a school.  As such, the children need to be broadly ready for school routines within a nursery 
environment, and must be toilet-trained.  Whilst we are very happy to help the children with 
toileting accidents, we do not have the staffing ratios or facilities to changing nappies on a 
regular basis. 
 
Our mission statement  
The aims of the FSU are:  

 to enhance the development and education of children in the above age range by 
providing appropriate play and educational resources; 

 to encourage children to be motivated, independent learners within an environment 
that promotes self-discipline and self-esteem; 

 to create an environment in which children move from pre-school to school in a 
seamless transition.  

 
What will my child learn?  
Your child will be encouraged to learn through play.  The play-based curriculum is structured 
around the Foundation Stage criteria. 
 
 

 



The three prime areas of the curriculum are:  

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional development  
 
There are four additional areas of the curriculum, which are: 
 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
 
More information is available at: 
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/early-years-foundation-stage-2012 
 
Facilities 
The building has been designed to meet the requirements of a modern Foundation Stage Unit.  
It is equipped with a wide range of approved educational toys and equipment and there are 
facilities for painting and all sorts of messy activities, like working with playdough, water and 
sand.  A secure outside area is used for learning in all seven areas of the curriculum, all year 
round.  
 
How is the FSU monitored?  
The FSU receives advice from and is inspected by several different bodies, including Oxfordshire 
County Council Early Years Advisory Teachers and OFSTED.  The school’s last full inspection by 
OFSTED was in October 2013 when it was rated as good, with commendation for outstanding 
provision in the FSU.  Full copies of the latest OFSTED report can be found on the school’s 
website www.dr-souths.org or can be borrowed from the school office.  
 
COMMUNICATION WITH THE FSU/SCHOOL  
A FSU newsletter is circulated at the beginning of each term, outlining plans for the term and 
forthcoming events, and any issues that need to be raised.  A school newsletter is circulated by 
e-mail each Friday, as well as a FSU letter, which your child will bring home.  This is the main 
means of sharing news and information about forthcoming events.  School newsletters are also 
available on the school website. 
 
Nursery Class  
Children’s development is monitored carefully and achievements are recorded.  Parent 
interviews take place in the summer term.  However, you are welcome to make an 
appointment to discuss your child’s progress and view their records at any time.  
 
Reception Class 
Teacher-parent meetings are held in the autumn and spring terms, in line with those at the 
school and these are your formal opportunities to discuss your child’s progress with a teacher 
and look at your child's work.  If you are particularly concerned about something and a teacher-
parent meeting is a long way off, you can make a special appointment to see the class teacher 
after school.  A summary report, recording attainment and progress, is written at the end of the 
school year.  



 
During the time in the FSU children are gradually introduced to school routine.  For example 
they eat lunch with the rest of the school, attend whole school assemblies, use the ICT 
equipment, and use the Hall for PE.  In the summer term, transition visits to become familiar 
with Key Stage One take place.  
PRACTICALITIES  
Session times  
Monday to Friday in school terms:  
Breakfast Club  
8.00 – 8.50/9.00  
Nursery Class  
9.00 – 12.00 (morning session) 
12.00 – 15.00 (afternoon session)  
Reception Class  
8.50 – 15.15  
 
Funded Places  
Children are entitled to fifteen hours of funded sessions per week at the beginning of the 
trimester following the child’s third birthday (ie September, January, usually April).  We do our 
best to allocate the funded sessions to which three year olds are entitled by the April preceding 
each academic year irrespective of the trimester in which each child joins the class.  We aim to 
reserve requested sessions for children we know will be joining the class in January and April.  
Places for children for whom admission is subsequently requested are accommodated as 
remaining places allow.  
 
Wrap-Around Care  
If capacity allows, children may attend further sessions on a fee basis and this is known as 
Wrap-Around.  The fees are currently £12 per session.  We require one term’s notice 
(approximately six weeks) if you wish to withdraw your child from Wrap Around Care so that 
we can reallocate the place.  Since there are fewer children eligible to attend the Nursery Class 
in September there is more scope to offer Wrap-Around sessions in the autumn terms.  
However, as the academic year proceeds the Nursery becomes increasingly full of children 
entitled to their funded sessions.  Priority has to be given to the entitled sessions and for this 
reason we can only allocate Wrap-Around places on a term by term basis and cannot guarantee 
them for the whole year.  By April the Nursery will be almost or full to capacity and therefore 
Wrap-Around places will be extremely limited.  During the course of the year it also becomes 
increasingly difficult to accommodate requests to rearrange sessions whether entitled or Wrap-
Around. 
 
What should my child wear?  
Nursery Class  
Children should wear navy jogging bottoms in the winter with school polo shirts and 
sweatshirts which are available online.  Navy elastic-waisted shorts, or blue or yellow checked 
dresses may be worn in the summer months.  All Nursery children must have a clean change of 
clothes in a named drawstring bag available in the unit at all times.  
Nursery and Reception Class  
Sun hat (summer). 
Hats with a peak and neck shields are the most effective.  These can be purchased online. 



Hats, scarves and gloves (winter). 
Wellington boots (winter). 
Outdoor and indoor shoes. 
We recommend Clarks or Start-Rite fitted trainers for outdoor shoes.  Plimsolls can double as 
PE and indoor shoes.  
We want to foster independent skills so please dress your children in clothes and footwear that 
they are able to fasten and unfasten by themselves.  
 
Reception Class  
Boys should wear:  

 Grey or navy blue trousers or shorts 

 White or navy blue polo shirt or shirt 

 School sweatshirt 

 Grey socks 
Girls should wear:  

 Grey or navy blue skirt, dress or trousers (winter); blue or yellow checked dress 
(summer)  

 White or navy blue polo shirt or shirt (winter)  

 School sweatshirt or cardigan  

 White, grey or navy tights (winter)  

 White socks (summer)  
PE kit  

 Navy or white shorts and navy tracksuit bottoms  

 White t-shirt and a navy sweatshirt or tracksuit top  

 Trainers (for outdoor PE) and plimsolls (for indoor PE)  

 A small drawstring shoe bag for plimsolls if these are not worn as indoor shoes  
 
Kit should be kept in a drawstring bag and left on your child's peg for the week.  It should be 
laundered at the weekend and returned to school on Mondays.  School sweat shirts and 
cardigans, polo shirts with the school crest, and complete PE kits can be bought online.  Shorts, 
trousers, dresses, skirts, shirts and polo shirts are stocked at a number of shops, including 
Primark, BHS, M&S, Shepherd and Woodward, and some of the larger supermarkets.  
 
Please ensure that all items of clothing and equipment are clearly labelled with your child’s 
name.  
 
What should my child bring?  

 Sun protection cream (summer).  Please apply a high factor cream, at home before the 
beginning of the session, to protect your child from the sun, remembering that they will 
have free access to the outside area during their session in school.  

 Any item from home that relates to the topic we are dealing with during that particular 
half-term.  

 Wellingtons. 

 Change of clothes. 

 Named water bottle. 

 Bookbag (reception children). 
 



Topics are posted up on the notice board in the entrance to the FSU, and are mentioned in the 
newsletter. 
 
Bookbag for pupils in the Reception Class 
These can be purchased from the school office and should be brought to school every day. 
Children will bring home reading books (for both guided reading, which they do in a group at 
school, and individual reading) and their reading diary.  Please read with your child every day, 
consulting the reading diary for guidance, and do comment.  This can be a valuable means of 
communication between you and the teacher.  
 
Parking  
There is limited parking outside the school on the Bletchingdon Road.  Please avoid parking on 
the pavement as this obstructs pedestrians, especially those with pushchairs; there is ample 
short stay parking at the Village Hall or surgery.  
 
Morning/afternoon snack  
Children are offered fruit and a choice of milk or water at snack time.  
 
Packed lunches  
Hot lunches are provided free for all children in the Reception year group.  Children in Nursery 
who stay for lunch can either have a home-provided packed lunch  or eat a purchased hot lunch 
(please see the office for details of how to arrange this). 
Please inform the school of any particular medical needs or any foods to be avoided for 
medical or cultural reasons.  
 
Can I/we get involved?  
Yes!  Volunteers are always needed, for all sorts of things.  If there is a particular skill or activity 
you could share with the children please let the staff know so that they can plan for your visit.  
A police check and Criminal Records Bureau certificate will be required if you help on a regular 
basis.  
 
The Friends of Dr South’s  
The Friends Committee is comprised of parents of pupils in the school.  The committee plays an 
important social and fund-raising role and welcomes fresh ideas.  New parents are warmly 
invited to functions and encouraged to attend meetings and offer their support. 
 
Extended Hours Services  
Breakfast Club  
Breakfast Club starts at 8am and finishes in time for the morning session.  
After-School Care  
The school has many after-school activities, some of which are suitable for children in the 
Reception year (F1).  Please ask at the office for details. 
 
Contact us 
We hope that this leaflet has been informative.  If you need further information please do not 
hesitate to contact us on 01865 372323 or at office.3655@dr-souths.oxon.sch.uk. 


